EXAMPLE OF A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION ABOUT GENDER IDENTITY.

Molo M.T., Ravenna A.R.  

The aim of my presentation is to let you know that in Italy we have recently organised a national association, called National Observatory of Gender Identity : in our opinion it is an important action in order to improve our knowledge, understanding and treatment of the Gender Identity Disorders.

We hope that this example could be useful for other European Countries.

First of all it is worth to mention that this organisation (so called O.N.I.G.) is formed by the main Services that in Italy work in this field, such as

Sexology Service of Mauriziano Hospital in Turin

A.R.S. Regione Piemonte

S. Camillo Hospital in Rome

University La Sapienza in Rome

University of Bari

University of Naples

University of Perugia

Italian Movement of Transsexuals 

Second, as you will see in the following transparencies, the purpose of O.N.I.G. is focused on collecting data about Services available all over the country, promoting a net of efficient facilities, developing knowledge and scientific research, training people working in the field, giving correct information to public opinion.

These principles are mentioned in the loyal statement of  O.N.I.G., there are some important point of the article about goal article says:

The Association draws its inspiration from a broad concept of human dignity: the right of living consistently with one’s gender identity and the right of deciding on one’s own choice of live.

The Association encourages the comparison and the collaboration among all people interested in transgender and transsexuality, in order to study these realities at a scientific and social level and promotes a cultural opening towards any transgender’s and transsexual’s free expression. 

Particularly the Association has already defined standards of care about any medical, surgical, psychological and legal activity, as a guarantee either for people with gender identity disorders either for professionals who take care of them.

The Association promotes the integration of the psycho-medical-surgical and social activities done during the adjustment process.

In order to achieve its aims, the Association will promote scientific, cultural, social and legal initiatives and surveys concerning transgenderism and transsexuality at a national and international level, putting itself forward as a point of reference in its country.

The Association will promote information and formation about themes concerning the gender identity.

The Association will press for, and promote the setting up of a net of public and private integrated services all over the country, which could allow correct and effective interventions for gender identity disorders.

The Association will institute a collecting data system, suitable  for favouring an articulate knowledge of transgender and transsexual condition, as well as the knowledge of services available all over the country.

In order to achieve its aims O.N.I.G. will encourage:

to collaborate with the professionals working in this field, even in order to popularise trend and activities.

to establish archives of the existing technical scientific material and mass media documentation on the subject.

to manage the training and bringing up to date of people working with gender identity disorders (G.I.D.).

to promote an agreement with political and administrative authority in order to develop measures suitable of improving the quality of social and working life of people suffering from  G.I.D.

to promote the collaboration with public and private corporations, particularly with National Health Service, Universities and Institutions for scientific and therapeutic research. 

The first important work of O.N.I.G. was the definition of Italian standards of care, which all the members will apply in their work, based on the Standards of Care recognised by H.B.G.I.D.A.

Here are the main points:

After introductory concepts that concern the identity development and the inter- disciplinarily way of work, the Procedure Criteria follow, related to the demand evaluation and the eligibility assessment.

In art. n°1:

“The onset of the procedures………must include a thorough client’s request evaluation and an inquiry into the client’s personality and social environment…..”

In art. n°2:

“Each professional must either work together with other specialists or refer the client to specialised structures for transsexualism assessment……..”

In art. n°4:

“Whenever a diagnosis of psychiatric conditions or other psychological or behavioural problems arises (i.e. drug addiction), their treatment is to be considered first priority to that of medical-surgical sex reassignment……”

The following part pertains to Reassignment procedures.

In art. n°2:

“Psychological treatment runs parallel and integrated to the whole reassignment process …..and its goal is both to support and elaborate hormonal and physical changes as well as the client’s relational and social experiences…….”

In art. n°3:

“……the client must carry out a psychotherapeutic relationship for at least six months prior to the onset of  hormone treatment, according to predetermined modalities. Hormonal prescription is decided by the specialists, who do so after having consulted the psychologist or psychotherapist treating the client.”

In art. n°4:

“Life experience in the chosen gender is considered essential to the procedure leading up to sex reassignment surgery. The psychotherapist and the client, together with the team of experts, are to agree on the start and minimum time duration ( no less than one year ) for life experience to take place…..”

In art. n°5:

“Sex reassignment surgery can be carried out after obtaining a Court sentence and upon a common agreement of the operators looking after the client. Minimum time requirement for this stage to be reached may not be less than two years from the beginning of the procedure……”

Then is mentioned the necessity of a follow-up at six months, one year and two years after sex reassignment surgery.

I will conclude speaking about the O.N.I.G.’s program for the future: seminars and congresses have already been scheduled, for example meetings about endocrinological therapy, psychological evaluation;a national congress about Gender Identity Disorders will be held in Bologna in 2000, and the international congress of H.B.I.D.A. will be in Rome in 2001.

For any further information you may contact:

Dr.A.R.Ravenna - O.N.I.G. president. c/o SAIFIP- Ospedale S Camillo. Circonvallazione Gianicolense 87. Rome - Italy

Dr V. Colonna - O.N.I.G. secretary. c/o CE.R.NE. v. della Rocca 24b Torino 10123 - Italy  Tel. Fax. 390118171483   

